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s past waste management practices, identify the

former disposal sites at DOD installations, and to

ial action if required. The Air Force portion of the

—owned industrial facilities as well as its bases.

supplements an initial review begun two years ago and

That review, conducted by Hargis & Associates, Inc.,

Tucson, Arizona, an engineering firm

Force, led the Air F
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Begin in April 1984,

under contract to General Dynamics Corp.
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chrome disposal pits, fuel storage sites, and scrap metal disposal pits;

current, concrete—lined wastewater collection basins; sites of previous fuel

spills, former fire department training areas; and the location of solvent

lines which were drained, capped, and abandoned in 1944.

Although the report recommends that no follow—up action be taken at the

Nuclear Aerospace Research Facility area, the Air Force will conduct a field

investigation there. This is to ensure that there is no contamination

problem in the area, and to underline the Air Force's coninitment to a full

evaluation of Plant 4 property.

The Phase I report states that no direct evidence was found to indicate

that migration of hazardous contaminants has occurred beyond the Air Force

Plant 4 boundary. However, indirect evidence indicates that there has been

migration of hazardous contaminants beyond the Air Force Plant 4 boundary in

the past. Contaminated groundwater beneath the west employees parking lot

was determined in late 1982 to be seeping into a buried storniwater pipe and

subsequently discharging into Meandering Road Creek. This condition was

eventually eliminated through remedial activities in the vicinity of the

parking lot.

Air Force officials emphasize that there is no evidence of an imminent

public health hazard, although areas of contaminated groundwater have been

identified on plant property. The contaminated groundwater is not used by

the plant or area residents for drinking water. Testing results have shown

no evidence of offsite migration to subsurface water supplies.

The Air Force and General Dynamics, in cooperation with EPA, state and

local authorities have been and will continue to work together to develop

appropriate remedial actions. Major sources of contamination were previously

removed as an immediate response action. Now, the field investigation will
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NARF Q's and As

Q-l. What is the NARF?

A—i. NARF stands for Nuclear Aerospace Research Facility.

Q—2. Which government agency was responsible for, or in charge of,

activities at the NARF?

A—2. Work at the NARF was done by General Dynamics under contract to the Al r

Force and NASA.

Q—3. Did the Air Force have jurisdiction over the AF Plant 4 property in the

1950s.

A—3. Yes.

Q-4. Was the work done at the NARF classified?
U

A-4. Yes. However, in general terms we can say that there were extensive

research and development activities in the NARF during the 50s and 60s.

Various materials were subjected to nuclear radiation to determine what

effect this would have on their physical property. Electrical and

mechanical components were irridated to determine what effect this

would have on their operability. Work was also conducted on

development of a nuclear powered aircraft. In addition, aircraft

exposed to radiation were decontaminated at the NARF.

Q-5. Has the existence of the NARF at AF Plant 4 ever been publicly

announced? When? By whom? If not, why not?

A—5. We have not found any documentation of such an announcement, but since



the work done at the NARF was classified, the fact that there may not

have been an announcement is understandable.

Q-6. Has the water in Lake Worth ever been tested for nuclear contamination?

When? By whom? If never tested, why not?

A-6. During the period that the NARF was in operation, the water, in Lake

Worth was tested monthly by General Dynamics and monitored by the Air

Force.

Q-i. Who was the contractor that carried out the clean up activities when

the NARF site decomissioned? Which government agency monitored the

cleanup?

A-i. The excavation work was done by Beckman Construction of Fort Worth.

Kim Nuclear Systems of Barnwell, South Carolina, took title of and

removed all of the waste when the site was decommissioned. The cleanup

was monitored by the Air Force.

Q—B. On Page IV-68 of the report, it says that "Post-closure at this site

reportedly found no remaining contamination." Isnt it true that

nuclear contaminants can never be totally cleaned up and that there

always will be some residual level of contamination?

A—8. Yes. The Air Force believes the report should have said that any

residual contamination is well within safe limits.

Q—9. Do you have the "post-closure" report? Can we have copies? If not,

why not?

A-9. We have a Final Progress Report by General Dynamics on the
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Q—i. The report originally prepared by the contractor was revised before

release to the public. Why was this done?

A-i. Air Force technical representative reviewed the draft report pri

publication, just as any other Installation Restoration Program

report is reviewed in accordance with the DOD IRP.

Q-2. When will Phase II cleanup actions begin?

A—2. Dr. Hargis, the consultant, is already in the process of integrating

the findings of the Phase I report into the ongoing investigation at

the plant. This action will not cause any real delay in taking

remedial action. Only by carefully defining the problem can we ensure

that proper actions are taken. I also would like to remind you that

the Air Force has already taken actions to remove high concentrations

of contaminated soil at several sites.

Q—3. We have heard that Plant 4 is

Priorities List ("NPL) which

sites in the United States.

feel about that?

A—3. The EPA is responsible for determini

NPL based on an EPA scoring system.

the Phase I IRP report which will h

should be on the NPL. Suggest you

questions.

ng sites to be placed on the

The AF has provided EPA a copy

elp them determine if AF Plant 4

check with EPA if you have further

AIR FORCE PLANT 4 Q's and As

or to

( IRP" )

being added to the EPA's National

contains the 400 most hazardous waste

Is this true, and how does the Air Force

of
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A-7. The White Settlement Water Department monitors the White Settlement

water supply periodically in conjuction with the EPA and Hargis &

Associates. From what they tell us, the water is safe to drink. They

are continuing to take all necessary steps to ensure clean, safe

drinking water. For further information suggest you check with the

White Settlement Water Department.

Q—8. The Phase I Report says that, "The potential exists for surface—water

migration of hazardous contaminants due to the proximity of identified

sites to Meandering Road Creek and to Lake Worth." Assuming that

dangerous contaminants are migrating into Lake Worth, how safe is the

areas drinking water?

A—8. To the best of our knowledge, the drinking water is safe. The Fort

Worth Water Department has a water monitoring program and they should

be able to answer any further questions on this subject.

Q—9. Two of the sites requiring further study have received Hazardous

Assessment Ratings in the high 80s. What do these rating scores mean?

A-9. Landfill No. 1 received a score of 88 and Landfill No. 3 reeceived a

score of 86. The rationale for rating scores is provided in Appendix U

of the report and is quite involved; however, these two sites received

very high score under categories of "pathways" and "waste

characteristics. The Pathways category is based on evidence of

contaminant migration which has occurred in the past. The waste

characteristics category is based on three factors: quantity,

persistence, and physical state of waste.



FINAL PAGE

ADMINISTRATIVE RECORD

FINAL PAGE



I.4
J 

LJ
 

F
' 

C
 

11
11

 
III

•I
III

III
I 

11
11

11
 III

III
IR

III
 

II!
I 

11
11

1 
I 
II 

III
, 

IIr
I 

11
11

1 
I 

1.
1,

 
II[

, 
III

rI
 

11
11

1 
I'I

, 
III

rI
 

11
11

1 
1,

1,
 

III
rI

 
11

11
1 

I,I
 

III
rI

 
11

11
1 

l,I
 

III
rI

 
11

11
1 

lI 
III

rI
 

11
11

1 
lI 

III
I 

11
11

1 
III

I 
11

11
1 

III
I 

11
11

1 
III

I 
11

11
1 

III
I 

11
11

1 
III

F
I 

11
11

1 


